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Martin M. Grossack , Philander Smith College^/ At first glance it might appear that a psychologist should find a more significant topic to discuss than segregation in buses.
Analysis reveals , however, that it has practical importance worthy of scientific attention.
During the past two years I have been part of a Negro community in the roles of teacher, participant observer, counselor,, and researcher. Whenever segregations or race relations are discussed in classes., small freshman orientation groups, or in research interviews, the problem of bus segregation is spontaneously j intensely, and repeatedly brought to my attention. Certainly It would be difficult to claim that segregated busses help improve Negro-white relations.
An integrated situation would to some extent, provide opportunities for communication, and contribute to greater Negro-white harmony.
Effects of Segregated Buses on Whites
As we have seen, the segregated bus situation promotes false beliefs and distorted perceptions for whites as well as Negroes since it imposes on all individuals within the bus barriers to locomotion toward one another. Such locomotion is necessary for realistic social perceptions. Asa reinforcing situation for segregated practices, the bus encourages the continuation of white extra-punitiveness and unconscious guilt such as described in(13). The white must remain defensive about the Negro and irrationally conform to a cultural tradition that even he sometimes questions.
Another consequence for the white is the continuance of racist thinking, which may predispose the individual to accept totalitarian ideologies and authoritarian practices.
Segregation also helps to decrease the social sensitivity of the white, make his perceptions of people less discriminating, and decreases the likelihood of realistic perceptions of reality, described by Maslow(9) 
